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Are you going on a vacation this summer,  
or working a field school or CRM job? 

Tell us all about it on our Facebook page. There is a 
pinned post at the top of the page. Comment and Share! 

thank you to ACI and UNF Archaeology Lab for the photos. Cartoon by Dave Horton. 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK   
facebook.com/FloridaAnthropologicalSociety

We currently have over 4.6k followers! 

Thank you for the support. 

When you like, comment, and share, you spread 
the word about Florida’s archaeology and 
history. You may inspire a new student or a land 
developer to focus on preservation. 

https://www.facebook.com/FloridaAnthropologicalSociety


Membership in our FAS community supports the mission of the Florida 
Anthropological Society, and gives you access to our quarterly professional journal, 

this newsletter, and more. 

The Florida Anthropological Society is a private 501c3 non-profit organization. We do 
not receive any government funding. For 76 years, FAS has amassed a bounty of baseline 
information about Florida’s people and past. We disseminate information to scholars and 
to the public with our quarterly journal, The Florida Anthropologist (est. 1948). 

Since 2019, the Journal Committee has worked to modernize the journal. As of today,
readers in 39 countries around the world, and at least 29 states in the United States, 
have accessed our publication. Hard copy subscriptions are reliably renewed by dozens 
of very well respected institutions, museums, and libraries. Individual journal articles 
are available through a JSTOR-like search engine that serves 100,000 libraries around 
the globe. Individual authors commonly upload their articles to sites such as Academia, 
where they are shared with academics around the world. The University of Florida 
electronic collection is now searchable by keyword and downloadable. This is thanks to 
anthropologist Dr. Ginessa Mahar who presented a poster about her work with the journal 
at the 2025 FAS meeting. 

Since implementing our own online view of FULL COLOR issues accessed through 
our website with an exclusive Members Only password, many of you are able to read 
articles before the printed version arrives to your mailbox. Each issue of the digital 
journal has been accessed and read by at least 400 members. (We appreciate you not 
sharing those links and passwords as this is a special feature of YOUR Membership, so 
please keep it exclusive.) 

as costs for paper, printing, and mailing have risen in the last few years, 
we encourage anyone who enjoys our journal to donate to the florida 
anthropologist fund. 

Visit fasweb.org/donate-to-fas and select either the monograph fund 
or endowment fund! THANK YOU! 
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membership subscribes you to our journal

https://fasweb.org/donate-to-fas/


A good number of conference attendees enjoyed 
a welcome reception at the Swamp Head 
Brewery, a full day of fascinating presentations of 
papers and posters, and an awards banquet with 
keynote speaker, Dr. Charles Cobb, Professor of 
Historical Archaeology at the Florida Museum 
of Natural History in Gainesville.  On Sunday, 
exciting field trips and workshops included 
Dudley Farm Historic State Park, Newnans Lake 
Archaeological Site, Florida Museum of Natural 
History Behind the Scenes, and FPAN Historic 
Cemetery Tour and Preservation Short Course. 

Business meetings included the FAS Board, with 
the annual election, and a workshop about the 
FAC publication, Thinking About Significance.
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
THE FLORIDA ARCHAEOLOGICAL COUNCIL (FAC) AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA HOSTED THE 77TH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY IN GAINESVILLE, MAY 9-11, 

2025, AT THE HILTON HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER .

thank you sponsors

Dorothy Block,  
Laura Dean,  
Dorothy Dickey,  
Amy Dwyer,  
Christopher Eck,  
Gloria Fike, 
John Furey, 
Kevin Gidusko,  
Nicole Grinnan,  
Bob Gross, 
Rebecca Harris,  
Victoria Hayes, 
Marty Haythorn,  

Beth Horvath, 
Maranda Kles,  
Jennifer Kolesari,  
Jan Lloyd, 
Jeff Mitchem, 
Chris Newman, 
Tim Parsons,  
Sara Pittman,  
Eric Prendergast, 
Tina Sauvage, 
Jackie Tyson, 
Nancy White

conference and fas donors

Special thanks to April Holmes and Jen Knutson! 
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CONSERVATION NEWS

Byrd Hammock Site in Florida to be Given to Wildlife Refuge 
Archaeological Conservancy - June, 12, 2025

 
The Archaeological Conservancy recently transferred 
ownership of its two tracts of the Byrd Hammock site in 
Wakulla County, Florida, to the Friends of St. Marks Wildlife 
Refuge. The tracts were acquired by the Conservancy in 
2014 and 2015 and are a total of three acres. They are 
two of three tracts that encompass the Byrd Hammock 
site—a multi-component site with two burial mounds 
and two circular villages often referred to as shell rings 
or ring middens. Shell rings are circular and semicircular 
deposits of shell, bone, soil, and other artifacts. They 
contain the remains of the plants and animals the site’s 
occupants used for food and tools. The main occupations 
were the Woodland period cultures known as Swift 
Creek and Weeden Island. These post-Archaic groups are 
found in parts of Florida, Alabama, and Georgia and are 
characterized by the appearance of elaborate ceremonial 
complexes, mound burials, permanent settlements, 
population growth, increasing reliance on cultigens, and 
increasing sociopolitical complexity.

The Byrd Hammock Site has been the location for 
numerous field schools, research projects, and hurricane 
damage mitigations. The largest tract of the site was 
donated to St. Marks Wildlife Refuge several years ago. 
St. Marks Wildlife Refuge is administered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. The Friends of St. Marks Wildlife 
Refuge plans to transfer the two Conservancy parcels 
over to the wildlife refuge, and the recent transfer of 
the Conservancy’s property to the Friends group is an 
important step in ensuring the entire site is permanently 
preserved within the refuge.

Image from https://byrdhammock.floridatrail.org/about.html

LEARN ABOUT THE PRESERVES IN EACH STATE AND JOIN 
OR DONATE TO HELP PRESERVE MORE SITES LIKE THIS

https://www.thearchcons.org/archaeological-preserves/
https://www.thearchcons.org/archaeological-preserves/
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welcome our newest chapter 
Bay Anthropological Society (BAS)

The Bay Anthropological 
Society (BAS) represents 
Bay County and 
surrounding areas in 
northwestern Florida. BAS 
is a registered not-for-
profit organization that 
endeavors to promote 

research, study and analysis of anthropological and 
archaeological resources to further understand the rich 
cultural history of the Bay County area and to interpret 
relevant information about such resources and history 
for the general public.

TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT JASON WENZEL
sanddunepioneer@outlook.com

2025 Adult Archaeology Camp
DISCOVER WEEDON ISLAND'S ANCIENT PAST

November 11 - 14, 2025

Experience hands-on archaeology at Weedon Island Preserve, 
one of Florida’s preeminent archaeological sites. Work with 
professional archaeologists and researchers to uncover clues 
about the culture and lifeways of the early people who inhabited 
the Tampa Bay region. Introductory lectures will be given by 
archaeologists, Dr. Robert Austin and Dr. John Arthur.
 
You will contribute by assisting AWIARE researchers in excavation, 
recording data, screening sediment, taking samples, and collecting 
artifacts. Participants will also help to analyze artifacts and process 
findings in the lab.

Limited to eight participants each week. Participants will rotate 
daily between field work and lab analysis.

Cost of $550 includes daily lunch at the AWIARE Research Station and 
field trip to a local archaeological site. 

 LEARN MORE AND REGISTER   
(Hurry, these camps sell out fast.) 

https://awiare.org/2025-adult-archaeology-camp/


Information for Contributors 
The FAS Newsletter is published quarterly.  Brief articles, chapter news, and other items of interest are 

welcome for submissions. Contact the editor for more information or to submit an article, program news, 
or photo. Also send items for posting to our FACEBOOK PAGE. 

EMAIL newsletter@fasweb.org
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The Florida Anthropological Society (FAS) is open to persons interested in anthropology, 
archaeology, preservation of cultural resources, and community education. FAS members receive 
the Society’s journal, The Florida Anthropologist, and the FAS Newsletter. Join Now, or Renew your 
Membership at www.fasweb.org/membership. 

Officers and Directors  
President: Maranda Kles						      president@fasweb.org
1st Vice President: Christian Davenport				    1vp@fasweb.org
2nd Vice President: Eric Prendergast					    2vp@fasweb.org
Recording Secretary: Rudy Pascucci					     secretary@fasweb.org
Membership Secretary: Dorothy Block				    membership@fasweb.org
Treasurer: Bonita Lee						      treasurer@fasweb.org
Journal Editor: George Luer					     editor@fasweb.org
Newsletter Editor: Laura Dean					     newsletter@fasweb.org  
Directors at-large: Brad Biglow, Dorothy Block, April Holmes

Chapters and Representatives

Archaeological Society of Southern Florida 				  
Bay Anthropological Society 					J     ason Wenzel			 
Broward County Archaeological Society				P    atty Flynn
Central Florida Anthropological Society				  
Central Gulf Coast Archaeological Society				E    ric Prendergast
Indian River Anthropological Society				B    ob Gross
Palm Beach County Anthropological Society				D    orothy Block
Panhandle Archaeological Society at Tallahassee			J   eff Mitchem
Pensacola Archaeological Society					A     pril Holmes
St. Augustine Archaeological Association				D    avid Kasriel
Southeast Florida Archaeological Society				S    arah Steele
Southwest Florida Archaeological Society				T    heresa Schober
Time Sifters Archaeology Society					S     mitty Smith
Warm Mineral Springs/Little Salt Spring Archaeological Society		S  teve Koski

PLEASE INFORM NEWSLETTER@FASWEB.ORG OF ANY CHANGES TO THIS LIST

FAS MEMBER DUES RATES 
$20 Student,  $40 Regular,  $50 Family,  $50 Institutional,  $100 Sustaining

*Student membership is open to graduate, undergraduate and high school students. A photocopy of your 
student ID must accompany payment. Add $25.00 for foreign addresses.
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